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7.5 percent, 0.8 percentage points higher than
it was in 1968 (6.7 percent).

The unemployment rate for whites was 3.8
percent in 2017 and 3.2 percent in 1968.

The unemployment data for these two
years, almost 50 years apart, demonstrate a
longstanding and unfortunate economic regu-
larity: the unemployment rate for black work-
ers is consistently about twice as high as it is
for white workers.

Today, hourly wage black workers who
could get jobs still only made 82.5 cents on
every dollar earned by the typical white work-
er.

In, 1968, black infants were about 1.9 times
as likely to die as white infants; today, the in-
fant mortality rate is 2.3 times higher for Afri-
can Americans.

On average, an African American born
today can still expect to live about 3.5 fewer
years than a white person born on the same
day.

I);l 1968, African Americans were about 5.4
times as likely as whites to be in prison or jail;
compared to today, African Americans are 6.4
times as likely as whites to be incarcerated,
which is especially troubling given that whites
are also much more likely to be incarcerated
now than they were in 1968.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear the inequalities and
disparities that ignited hundreds of American
cities in the 1960s still exist and have not
been eliminated over the last half-century.

Fifty years ago, the Kerner Commission pro-
posed bold recommendations to address the
issues of poverty and racism that plague the
African-American community, including:

Investmnts in housing programs to combat
de facto segregation in communities;

Investments in K-12 and higher education
to provide equal access to quality education;

Investments in job training programs to en-
sure equal employment opportunities.

Unfortunately, those recommendations have
not been fully heeded over the past half-cen-
tury.

'I¥he time has come for Congress to rededi-
cate itself to making bold investments nec-
essary to eliminate economic inequality of op-
portunity in every corner of our great nation.

If these investments are not made, our na-
tion will remain separate and unequal for an-
other 50 years.

| urge my colleagues in Congress, and all
Americans, to look at what unites us rather
than what divides us.

We are linked by our compassion, and
bound by the fundamental edict of the Amer-
ican Dream that says we will strive to provide
our children with a better life than we had.

We can, and we must, find the common
ground necessary to make this dream a reality
for Americans of every race and creed, nation-
ality and religion, gender and sexual orienta-
tion; indeed for every American wherever he
or she may live in this great land regardless
of what he or she looks like or who they may
love.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF WALTER DARTLAND

HON. NEAL P. DUNN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2018

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Walter Dartland—
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a leader in Florida who recently lost his battle
with lymphoma. He was a gentleman and an
honest man.

Throughout his life, Walter worked to help
people, whether that be in the Marine Corps,
or as a university professor back home in Flor-
ida, he always gave of himself to better the
lives of others.

Walter was an attorney by trade, and spent
much of his life fighting for the “little guy” in
consumer advocacy. In fact, one of his great-
est achievements was Florida’s Lemon Law—
protecting car buyers across the state from ve-
hicles that were brand new, but faulty.

Walter dedicated his life to giving a voice to
those who needed it most. Aside from advo-
cacy, his wife of 36 years Diana, children, and
grandchildren were the greatest joys in his life.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
memory of Walter Dartland. He was a class
act and a sincere advocate for the very best
of America. Semper Fi.

HONORING MR. TOM COLE OF THE
EAST KINGSTON FIRE DEPART-
MENT

HON. JOHN J. FASO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2018

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
spect that | rise today to recognize Mr. Tom
Cole who has served as a member of the East
Kingston Fire Department for fifty years.

A broad thinker and steward of the Ulster
County community, | admire Mr. Cole’s curi-
osity. Even though he has many years of ex-
perience, having served as Fire Chief and re-
sponded to many unique situations, Mr. Cole
is an eager student, always willing to improve
his skills and expand his knowledge.

Members of our local fire service play an
important role in our Upstate communities,
selflessly responding to emergency situations
and safeguarding our neighborhoods. The
commitment of Mr. Cole to our state through
his fifty years with the East Kingston Fire De-
partment is a milestone very few have
reached. Mr. Speaker, | ask that my col-
leagues join me in honoring Mr. Cole for his
lifetime of hard work and dedicated service.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF
MOUNT CLEMENS, MICHIGAN

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2018

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the City of Mount Clemens, Michigan,
as it celebrates its 200th Anniversary of its
founding and designation as the county seat
of Macomb County. | have been proud to rep-
resent this vibrant community for more than 25
years.

In 1818, Governor of the Michigan Territory,
Lewis Cass, established the County of
Macomb, and designated Mount Clemens,
which had been settled by explorer Christian
Clemens, as the county seat. When Michigan
became the 26th state admitted to the Union
in 1837, Clemens’s settlement was incor-
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porated as a village and then later voted to
become a city.

In the 1870’s mineral water wells were dis-
covered throughout Mount Clemens and soon
people from all over the world were traveling
there to experience the healing waters, includ-
ing Hollywood stars Clark Gable and Mae
West, and sports icons Babe Ruth and Jack
Dempsey. Mount Clemens became known as
“Bath City” and the bath industry thrived in
this community.

The “Capital of Macomb”, Mount Clemens,
has a lot to offer its residents and the sur-
rounding communities. Not only is it the hub of
county government and services, but Mount
Clemens is also the center of many cultural
and recreational activities. It is home to vibrant
institutions, including the Anton Art Center and
the Crocker House Museum, along with sev-
eral other historical museums. From its parks
and riverfront to its growing downtown, the city
offers many community concerts, festivals,
and a weekly Farmers Market. And every
Fourth of July, residents gather together for a
bike parade through the neighborhood to cele-
brate the holiday.

Oakland University has a campus in down-
town Mount Clemens, and the city is home to
two strong hospital systems, MclLaren
Macomb and Henry Ford Macomb, and a
community health center, MyCare. A favorite
gathering place in the community is the Mount
Clemens Public Library, one of the two oldest
public libraries in Michigan.

Over the years, | have been especially
grateful to be able to spend time with the stu-
dents in Mount Clemens. Whether it's been
playing basketball with them at the Jermaine
Jackson Community Center or talking to the
students at the High School about the civil
rights marches in Selma and the passing of
the Voting Rights Act, | have seen firsthand
their passion and thoughtfulness about the
community and about important issues. My of-
fice has also worked closely with the commu-
nity to support and grow the Mount Clemens
Community Coalition for Youth and Families, a
community anti-drug coalition leading the way
in preventing substance abuse and creating a
safe and healthy city for our young people.

Over the years, | have been proud to work
with city leaders and to fight for federal dollars
to support this hardworking community. The
Recovery Act provided funding for public safe-
ty and public housing programs. And through
the Neighborhood Stabilization Program, the
city was able to purchase several blighted and
vacant residential buildings slated for demoli-
tion and acquire property to become part of
Clemens Park.

Money through the Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative has helped improve the Clinton River
that flows through the city and supported habi-
tat improvements on the Clinton River Spillway
that connects the Clinton River to Lake St.
Clair. We worked with the city of Mount
Clemens to get funding to dredge the Clinton
River channel in downtown. And we joined
with other members of the delegation to bring
funding to replace deteriorated sidewalks with
pedestrian and bike trails.

Residents and leaders will gather on March
10, 2018, to celebrate the past, present and
future of this great community. As the City of
Mount Clemens commemorates this mile-
stone, | ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the leaders, residents, churches,
businesses, and organizations that make this
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city so great. And | especially want to thank
the residents of Mount Clemens who have
provided me with the honor of representing
them in Congress for more than 25 years.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2018

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | regrettably
missed votes on Tuesday March 6, 2018. |
had intended to vote “yes” on Roll Call vote
94, and “no” on vote 95.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION
RECOGNIZING THE HERITAGE,
CULTURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS
OF LATINAS IN THE UNITED
STATES

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2018

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, the month of
March celebrates Women’s History Month. As
a proud father, | am honored to recognize
Latinas this month and believe in the impor-
tance of investing in the next generation of
Latinas.

One in six women in the United States is a
Latina. There are currently over 27 million
Latina women living in the United States.
Latinas are vital contributing members of our
American society through their work in busi-
ness, education, science and technology, en-
gineering, mathematics, literature and the arts,
the military, and public service at all levels of
government.

As we celebrate Women’s History Month,
let's honor Latina women and their history.
Therefore, today, | am introducing a resolution
on International Women’s Day, March 8, 2018,
that celebrates the heritage, culture, and con-
tributions of Latinas in the United States.

——————

CELEBRATING FRANCES NORRIS’
100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2018

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Frances Norris, a
neighbor from Dawsonville who celebrated her
100th birthday on January 31.

Originally from the state of Kansas, Mrs.
Norris lived there with her family until the Dust
Bowl hit in 1939, forcing them to make a new
home in southern California. Five years ago,
Mrs. Norris moved to northeast Georgia with
her son and his family.

Mrs. Norris built a rich career that included
managing both a school cafeteria and a con-
struction company. In her spare time, she
loves to garden, a hobby that stemmed from
her childhood on a farm.

In her 100 years of life, Mrs. Norris has
seen America change and grow. She’s experi-
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enced two World Wars and seen the fall of the
Berlin Wall. According to her, the secret to a
long life is “walking and playing bingo.”

| can imagine how wonderful it has been for
Mrs. Norris’ friends and neighbors to learn
from a woman with her wisdom. As loved
ones continue to celebrate a new year of life,
I join them in wishing Mrs. Norris a very happy
birthday.

COMMEMORATING THE 53RD ANNI-
VERSARY OF BLOODY SUNDAY,
TURNAROUND TUESDAY, AND
THE FINAL MARCH FROM SELMA
TO MONTGOMERY

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2018

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, fifty-three
years ago, in Selma, Alabama, hundreds of
heroic souls risked their lives for freedom and
to secure the right to vote for all Americans by
their participation in marches for voting rights
on “Bloody Sunday,” “Turnaround Tuesday,”
or the final, completed march from Selma to
Montgomery.

Those “foot soldiers” of Selma, brave and
determined men and women, boys and girls,
persons of all races and creeds, loved their
country so much that they were willing to risk
their lives to make it better, to bring it even
closer to its founding ideals.

The foot soldiers marched because they be-
lieved that all persons have dignity and the
right to equal treatment under the law, and in
the making of the laws, which is the funda-
mental essence of the right to vote.

On March 15, 1965, before a joint session
of the Congress and the eyes of the nation,
President Lyndon Johnson explained to the
nation the significance of “Bloody Sunday”:

“I speak tonight for the dignity of man and
the destiny of democracy. . . .

“At times history and fate meet at a single
time in a single place to shape a turning point
in man’s unending search for freedom.

“So it was at Lexington and Concord.

“So it was a century ago at Appomattox.

“So it was last week in Selma, Alabama.”

The previous Sunday, March 7, 1965, more
than 600 civil rights demonstrators, including
our beloved colleague, Congressman John
Lewis of Georgia, were brutally attacked by
state and local police at the Edmund Pettus
Bridge as they marched from Selma to Mont-
gomery in support of the right to vote.

“Bloody Sunday” was a defining moment in
American history because it crystallized for the
nation the necessity of enacting a strong and
effective federal law to protect the right to vote
of every American.

No one who witnessed the violence and
brutally suffered by the foot soldiers for justice
who gathered at the Edmund Pettus Bridge
will ever forget it; the images are deeply
seared in the American memory and experi-
ence.

Mr. Speaker, what is so moving, heroic, and
awe-inspiring is that the foot soldiers of Selma
faced their heavily armed adversaries fortified
only by their love for their country and for
each other and their audacious faith in a right-
eous cause.

The example set by the foot soldiers of
Selma showed everyone, here in America and
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around the world, that there is no force on
earth as powerful as an idea whose time has
come.

These great but nameless persons won the
Battle of Selma and helped redeem the great-
est nation on earth.

But we should not forget that the victory
came at great cost and that many good and
dear persons lost their lives to win for others
the right to vote.

Men like Jimmy Lee Jackson, who was shot
by Alabama state trooper as he tried to protect
his mother and grandmother from being beat-
en for participating in a peaceful voting rights
march in Marion, Alabama.

Women like Viola Liuzzo, a housewife and
mother of five, who had journeyed to Selma
from Detroit to join the protests after wit-
nessing on television the events at Edmund
Pettus Bridge on “Bloody Sunday” and who
was shot and killed by Klansmen while driving
back from a trip shuttling fellow voting rights
marchers to the Montgomery airport.

Persons of faith, goodwill, and non-violence
like the Reverend James Reeb of Boston, a
minister from Boston who heeded the call of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to come
to Selma and who succumbed to the head in-
juries he suffered at the hands of his white su-
premacists attackers on March 9, two days
after Bloody Sunday.

Mr. Speaker, in the face of unspeakable
hostility, violence, brutality, and hatred, the
foot soldiers of Selma would not be deterred—
would not be moved—would not be turned
around.

They kept their eyes on the prize and held
on.

And help came the very next week when
President Johnson announced to the nation
that he would send to Congress for immediate
action a law designed to eliminate illegal bar-
riers to the right to vote by striking down “re-
strictions to voting in all elections—Federal,
State, and local—which have been used to
deny Negroes the right to vote.”

On August 6, 1965, that legislation—the
Voting Rights Act of 1965—was signed into
law by President Johnson and for the next 48
years did more to expand our democracy and
empower racial and language minorities than
any act of government since the Emancipation
Proclamation and adoption of the Civil War
Amendments.

But our work is not done; the dreams of Dr.
King and of all those who gave their lives in
the struggle for justice are not behind us but
still before us.

Mr. Speaker, in the wake of the Supreme
Court’s 2013 ruling in Shelby County v. Hold-
er, which severely crippled the Voting Rights
Act, we have seen many states across our na-
tion move to enact legislation designed to limit
the ability of women, the elderly, and racial
and language minorities to exercise their right
to vote.

To honor the memory of the foot soldiers of
Selma, we must rededicate ourselves to a
great task remaining before us—to repair the
damage done to the Voting Rights Act by
working to pass H.R. 2978, the Voting Rights
Advancement Act of 2017, which | am proud
to be one of the original co-sponsors.

As | have stated many times, the 1965 Vot-
ing Rights Act is no ordinary piece of legisla-
tion.

For millions of Americans, and for many in
Congress, it is sacred treasure, earned by the
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